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Commander Colby earned his Bachelors Degree in Mathematics and commission from the United States Naval Academy in 1985.  Upon completing Nuclear Power School, Nuclear Prototype training and Surface Warfare Officer’s School, he was assigned as Machinery Division Officer in USS BAINBRIDGE (CGN-25) homeported in Norfolk, Virginia, from January 1987 until June 1989.  During his initial sea tour, he completed two Mediterranean deployments with USS JOHN F. KENNEDY Battle Group.

Commander Colby then served as Division Director and instructor, earning his Master Training Specialist certification while teaching Officer’s Electrical Engineering at Nuclear Power School, Orlando, Florida, from July 1989 until November 1991.  Next, he was ordered to Monterey, California, from December 1991 to December 1993 to earn his Master’s of Science degree in Electrical Engineering.

Following Department Head School and advanced nuclear training, he was ordered as Engineering Officer in USS ARKANSAS (CGN-41), homeported in Bremerton, Washington, from December 1994 to July 1997.  During this tour, USS ARKANSAS deployed to the Arabian Gulf with CARL VINSON Battle Group in support of OPERATIONS DESERT STRIKE, SOUTHERN WATCH and VIGILANT SENTINEL. Next, CDR Colby was ordered as Operations Officer in USS RAINIER (AOE-7), also homeported in Bremerton, from 1997 through 1999.  RAINIER deployed to the Arabian Gulf with CARL VINSON Battle Group in support of OPERATIONS DESERT FOX and SOUTHERN WATCH.

Following a successful Executive Officer tour, from 1999 to 2001, in USS WADSWORTH (FFG 9), homeported in San Diego, California, he was ordered to COMCRUDESGRU ONE as Assistant Chief of Staff, Material (N4).  During his tour from April 2001 to November 2002, he completed one Arabian Gulf deployment while embarked in USS CONSTELLATION in support of OPERATION SOUTHERN WATCH and United Nations Maritime Interception Operations.

After finishing Prospective Commanding Officer training in Newport, RI, CDR Colby commanded USS MOUNT VERNON (LSD 39) from March 2003 until decommissioning her in July 2003.  CDR Colby then assumed his current position as Commanding Officer of USS INGRAHAM (FFG 61) in August 2003.

His awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal (four awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (three awards) and various campaign and service ribbons.  He has earned subspecialties in Nuclear Propulsion (0053F), Electronics Power Systems Engineering (0055P) and Operational Logistics (0043S).
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